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The International Convention. 


‘The next International Convention of the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of the 
Uniced States and British Provinces, will meet 
at Baltimore, Maryland, May 21-25. 

During the two years which have elapsed 
since the last Convention, the Associations 
have been more abundantly blessed in their 
work than at any previous time, and the aid 
of every one is asked in making such a full 
report at Baltimore as will honor Him in 
whose name our Associations are organized, 
and to whom they are seeking to bring young 
men, 


The place and time chosen for the Con 
vention are in every sense auspicious. 
city of Baltimore is at present experiencing 
the influence of such a revival of religion as 
has seldom occurred in the history of revivals 
in this country, This fact will necessarily 
impart a deep spiritual character to the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention. 


The College Conference. 


The second Conference of College Young 
Men’s Christian Associations will be held in 
connection with the International Conven- 
tion. 

Those students who attended the first Col- 
lege Conference, held at Louisville, Ky., two 
vears ago, and those who are acquainted with 
the proceedings of that body, and with the 
movement which is an outgrowth of it, can 


appreciate the importance of representation 
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at the Baltimore Convention. We devote 
considerable space in this BuLLerin to an ex- 
planation of the proposed object of the 
Conference. It is desirable that every Asso- 


ciation thoroughly understand its character, 


| and it is earnestly hoped that everv one will 


be represented. 

The Conference will be composed of dele 
gates from College Associations. Students 
however, from colleges which have Christian. 
organizations of other names, and even from 


| colleges where no religious societies exist, if 


The | 


they sympathize with our work and desire a 
better acquaintance with it, with a view of 
uniting with us, will be cordially welcomed. 
The College work is one branch of the 
International work, and the College delegates 
will participate in the general exercises of the 
Convention, many of whose discussions are 
precisely adapted to our special work. ‘There 
will be, however, several separate sessions 
composed entirely of students, where those 
topics which bear specially upon the work of 
the College Association will be discussed. 
The prospect of a large delegation of stu- 
dents is very favorable. The College Asso- 
ciations are rapidly growing in number. The 
reports which are constantly being received 
by the College Secretary indicate an un- 
usually fruitful year, in point of revivals of 


religion and conversions among students, In 
accordance with the instructions of the 
Louisville Convention, the Secretary will 
present at Baltimore a report of the con- 


dition of religion in American Colleges, and 


the methods employed for advancing its 


interests. 
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Topics to be Considered at the College 
Conference. 

The question which the Louisville Con- 

ference assembled to consider was, *‘ How 

most 


Students, work 


effectively for Christ ?” 


can we, as College 
It is for the purpose 
of considering this question again that we ex- 
pect to meet at Baltimore. We hope to 
answer it partially, by drawing upon our sev- 
eral experiences, and upon the experience of 
those who have been successful in such work, 

In order that our work may be systema- 
tized, the following topics have been sug- 


gested, which perhaps cover the ground : 


1. The Importance of Bible Study. 

z. The College Prayer Meeting. 

3. How to reach the Unconverted. 

4. Work in the College Neighborhood. 


. The Development of Missionary Spirit. 


aA Vv" 


The Importance of Organized Work, 
~. Inter-Collegiate Work. 

So ne of the above topics will probably be 
considered in the general meetings of the Con- 
vention. Those which are not, will be dis 
cussed in the College Meetings. The object 
of these dis’ ‘sions is to bring out as many 
practical ideas as possible, which men can 
carry with them to their Associations, and 
apply in strengthening and developing their 


WOrkR, 


Very Important. 
It is a matter of very great importance that 
the students representing their colleges be se- 
from one of the three lower classes. 


While we 


lected 


The reason for this is apparent. 


are glad to welcome any and al] classes of 


students, it is very important that the students 
who attend the Convention and receive its in- 
fluence, be in college at least a year a‘terward. 

Several delegates at the Louisville Confer- 
ence were members of senior classes in college. 
They added not a liitle to the interest of the 
Conference, and received much good individ- 
ually; but their colleges failed to receive 


this influence. Now, one of the chief objects | 


of holding these Conventions is to bring a pow- 
erful influence to bear upon a large num- 


ber of men, which they, in turn, will communi- 
cate to a still larger number. In this way, 
the influence of a single convention can be 
multiplied an hundred fold. We ought to 


Baltimore one hundred students 
different 


thousands of 


send trom 

to as many colleges, to distribute 
to the students, whom they 
represent, the benefits which the Convention 
affords. ‘The influence of the Convention wil! 
thus tell nex: year in the College Prayer Meet- 
ing, in an increased devotion to Bible study, 


and in the conversion of hundreds of students. 


The College Problem. 

Whether or not the College Conference 
will accomplish the end for which it was 
designed, is a question which remains to be 
answered, not by one man, but by all of the 
Associations. The object certainly commends 
itself to every thoughttul Christian student. 
Consider for one moment the problem which 
the College work proposes. 

Sixty thousand students in our American 
Colieges and Universities, less than one-halt 


less 


that number professing Christians, and 
than one-third of the professing Christians 
even pominally identified with Christian or- 
ganizations. Consider, finally, the vast num- 
ber who are connected with our religious 
societies in college who are inactive, and we 
have a taint conception of the condition of 
the field and the need of work. 


The 


minds of students have been aroused on this 


Very much has been accomplished. 
subject as never before. More prayers have 
been offered and more individual effort has 
been put forth in the past two years than 
ever before. Many revivals have occurred, 
and hundreds of conversions have been re- 
ported, but the work is still in its infancy. 
The possibilities of the future are tremendous. 
Shall we realize them? 

Dear Brothers, let us think seriously about 
this subject, and let us act vigorously. Let 
us come together and take counsel with each 
other with reference to the best way of deal- 
The results which have 


‘been accomplished during the last two years 


| ing with this matter. 
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are very largely owing to the prosecution of 
the plan formed by the students at Louisville. 
Many of our number felt that we would have 
made the journey to Louisville if only for the 
sake of the blessed experience of our farewell 
meeting. Never shall we forget how our 
arts were thrilled as we stood together at | 
the close of the Convention and consecrated | 
yuurselves anew to our work. | 

There were men jin that meeting who 
went back to their colleges with changed | 
purposes and newly-formed determinations, | 
ind to our certain knowledge they have car- | 
ried out the decisions they there formed, and 
nave made their influence felt sensibly in their 
colleges, 

Let us have another such meeting. Let 
Let 
come relying upon the Master of Asssemblies | 


every Association be represented. us | 
for guidance in such deliberations as shall tell | 
n the progress of His Kingdom. 


A Matter of Interest to All. 

The Associations will be interested to know 
that all delegates will’ be entertained while 
n Baltimore. Circulars will also be issued in , 
ashort time giving full information concern- 
ng such reductions in railroad fare as have | 


been secured. 


Prayer for the Convention. 
We very earnestly request all colleges to pray | 
Let the 
subject be remembered in all the devotional | 


for the success of this Convention. 


meetings which intervene between now and | 
the time it assembles, and may we not ask 
that one meeting of Special Prayer be held 
while it is in session? All our help must come 
‘trom God. 


The Appointment of Dzlegates. 
It is important that the colleges appoint 
their delegates to the Convention at as early 


a day as possible. This business, indeed, 

should be attended to upon receipt of this 

Buttetin, and in all cases let the College Sec- 

retary be notified immediately after action has 

been taken, in order that arrangements may 

be made at Baltimore for the entertainment | 
of delegates. 


your plans for the future?” 


study.” ‘‘ And what then?” 


The Convention will organize on Wednes 
day, May 21, at 11 A. M. 

All delegates should arrange to be there at 
the opening, and remain until the very close. 
No one can afford to miss the Farewell Meet- 
ing on Sabbath evening, May 25. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amuerst Cotiece, Amuerst.—L. Allen 
writes: ‘* Please send us a copy of the Y. M. 
C. A. Constitution. 
make an endeavor to start an association in 


Some of us are going to 


old Amherst, and want to get ‘n good running 


| order before the college year closes.” 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Missionary Instirure, Setin’s Crove.— 
A. J. 
Butretin, to the effect that the students of 
this institution heartily sympathize with the 


Bean sends a communication for the 


Inter-Collegiate movement and the objects it 
is intended to advance. 


ILLINOIS. 

Laxe Forest Universiry, Lake Forest.— 
H. M. Stanley, who has for some time in the 
past been actively identified with Association 
work in one of the lowa Colleges, but who is 
now connected with the above institution, in- 


| forms us that a deep religious interest has 


lately prevailed in the University, which has 
resulted in the conversion of nearly all the 
students 
effected. Would not this be a good time for 
the students to consider the advisability ot 


No organizagion as yet has been 


organizing ? 


What Then? 


A young man who was graduating from 


college was asked by a friend, ‘‘ What are 


He replied, ‘1 
intend first to pursue a course of professional 
**] shall next 
enter upon the practice of my profession.” 
‘*What then?” ‘ After accumulating a com- 
petence I shall retire from active business, 
spend some years in travel, and settle down 
to a quiet old age.” ‘‘ What then?” ‘* Well, 
1 suppose, as all other men, I shall finally 
have to die.” ‘* What then?” 








Ah! this, after all, is really the question of 
life. Some of us have, we trust, settled it. 
How can any one afford to slight it ? 


Now or Never. 

In a few weeks the Class of ’79 will gradu- 
ate, and associations will be broken up, never 
to be renewed, at least in this world. Some 
of our friends will leave us whom we shall 
nor ‘ce again until we meet them in eternity. 
Our with them have _ been 
most intimate. We have talked with them 
about their plans for the future. 
done our duty by them in reference to that 
matter whose transcendant importance sinks 


associations 


Have we 


all other matters into comparative insignifi- 
cance? Can we honestly say that we have 
done everything we possibly could do per- 
suade them to follow the Master whom we 
profess co love? 


done anything ? 


Can we say that we have 
If not, there is a very short 


time left us for redeeming ourselves from the . 


charge of indifference. 
it is now or never. 

It is doubtless rrue that the vast majority 
of students who leave college out of Christ 
never will accept him. This 
sarily the case, but it is a fact that the great 
body of Christians are converted before they 
If this be true, 
it may be now or never for our unconverted 


is not neces- 


reach the age of twenty-five. 


college friends. 


The Close of the Year 

With this number, the issue of the BuLtetin 
for the College year 1878-79 ceases. 

Its reception among the many colleges to 
whom its monthly visits have been made has 
been so cordial that it will, we trust, be resum- 
ed at the beginning of the next college year. 
It is impossible to say, just at this time, what 
its influence has been, We expect to be 
able to give a report of the results of the year’s 
work at the Baltimore Convention. 

The students who have been entrusted 
with the pleasant labor of issuing it, and the 
Executive Committee under whose auspices it 


is published, desire toexpress their thanks to the 
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But the time is short. . 












colleges, between forty and fifty in number, \ 
which have contributed to it. The College 
Work is just now in a formative state. It may 
be said to be in a critical state. ‘There is noe 
reason why it may not continue to develope , 
until its influences shall be sensibly felt in every} 
college of the land. Its success, however, as 
has been said often, depends upon the com- ' 
bined efforts of the colleges. _ 
The future of this work will be very largely 
determined by the character of the Baltimore 
Convention. Questions are springing up T 
which must be settled then. with 
We again, therefore, urge the College Asso- } will 
ciations to send representatives. No Associa- | Whic 
tion can afford to lose the influence of the, © 5 
_ Convention, nor can the Convention dispense amo 
with the help of a single Association. } Coll 
| Don’t fail to notify the College Secretar) me 
immediately after the appointment of your @ ferey 
Delegate, giving his name and address. nai 
The Associations have just been furnished vas 
with forms calling for reports of the year’s o 
work, It is important that these be filled at on 
once and returned to the Secretary, in order ~ 
that he may have a complete report ready for 2 
the Convention. ra 
send 
Will every one to whom this number of 1 
the Butterin is sent pray for the success of this 
the College Work ? ene 
The Buxtetin is published under the aus- a 
wi 


pices of the Executive Committee of Young] 
Men’s Christian Associations, the central of-} I 


fice of which is in New York, corner Fourth\¥ °™* 
Avenue and 23d Street. Richard C. Morse, ** © 
General Secretary. Mr. Wm. Libbey, Jr., of I 
Princeton College, is the member of the com- J not 
mittee specially entrusted with the College 7 
Work. - \ 1 
Att Communications To THE BuLtetin Sec 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO will 
whe 


L. D. WISHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, ‘ 2 
Princeton, N, J. E 


